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Basics of Import

The import process is one of the more complicated processes in Sage MIP Fund accounting. This is because it requires integration of information unique to each data source and target database.

Because of this there are no real “off the shelf” solutions. We have some tools but they need to be customized in order to work properly. Customizing these tools is neither a quick or easy process. Even someone experienced with the import process can expect to spend several hours creating, troubleshooting and testing the import setup.

On the plus side after this process is complete and as long as nothing else changes you can import as often as you like with little effort.

What is required to Import?

There are three things that you need to import. 

1) Data – Such as a Text or CSV file.

2) A Definition File (DEF file) customized to your data and your database.

3) A database to import to.

Data – 

This is the information that you are trying to import. Almost any type of information that you would normally key into MIP can be imported. Examples might be Journal Vouchers, Employee Information, AP Invoices, Vendor Information and more. In order to import, data must meet the following conditions.

1) It must be contained in a file type that MIP can read. MIP can read Text (*.txt) and Comma Separated Variable (*.CSV) files.

2) Within the file, it must be laid out in the proper format. For financial transactions (i.e. JV, Cash Receipts, Invoices) there are two types of formats which are MIP created designations. Type 1 (T1) and Type 3 (T3) see examples below.  For non-financial information a specific format is required based on the type of information. The main consideration is that it has to have the proper context statements to identify what type of information it is (i.e. Timesheets, Vendor Info, Chart of accounts etc).

3) It must be complete and valid. In order to import financial transactions the information contained in the data file must be complete. It has to pass all of the checks and balances as if it were entered by hand. This means that it has to have all the required coding, description fields, account code combinations and required fields.

Examples:

T1

If you are using the MasterT1.DEF file, the TRANSACTION_READ statement contains a 1. This tells the import program to read the Session, Header, and Detail information as separate records in the data file. TRANSACTION_READ,1. This is a screenshot of a T1 type file opened up in excel.
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T3

If you are using the MasterT3.DEF file, the TRANSACTION_READ statement contains a 3. This tells the system to read Session, Header, and Detail information from a single flat line. This is the most common format used. TRANSACTION_READ,3. This is an example of a T3 type file opened up in Excel.
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The DEF File-

The DEF file in MIP can be thought of as a map. Its purpose is to link a piece of information in the data file to a specific field in MIP. For example to tell the system that the value 40001 in the Data file above is the GL code in MIP. While simple in concept it is complex in execution. The DEF file has its own language and label for each of the fields. Many of them are not very obvious. It also requires that things be entered into it in a very specific manner or it will not work. The vast majority of work with the import process involves getting the DEF file correct.

The Database – 

This is the end location the data is to be imported to. It is important that the data being imported be specific to that database and the DEF file has to be customized specifically for that database. 

Importing Basic Concept

The basic concept of how the import module works is this. You have a piece of information in the Data file that you wish to import into the Database. The program is going to look at the DEF file to find out how the data is arrange and it will import that information based on the location specified in the DEF file and the value in the data file. How it looks for it is dependent on the type of import (T1 vs. T3) and type of File (TXT vs. CSV).

For example let’s assume we are using a T3 and importing a CSV. A sample line might look like this

DEF

TETRANS_SEGMENT_GL,9

CSV

CD-1,BP,Jan Sup,01/01/2006,CD,ABC,N,1,2060,201,,,0,10100

In this case the DEF file is telling the program to import the value for the GL code based on what is in column 9 (columns separated by commas). So in this example it would use the value 2060 for the GL code.

That is the basic concept. DEF files contain statements that tell the program where to look for a specific piece of information and where.

The DEF file demystified

Understanding the sections and uses of the DEF file is a key to a successful import. This is an outline of the different sections and their use and significance. Additional information on the function of each specific statement in the DEF file can be found in the help documentation. 

The Environment Section

(Circled in Red in the picture below)

The Environment section is located at the top of the Def file and contains several formatting statements that describe the content of the data.

FILE,SESSION, C:\MIP SHARE\Import\CSV Samples\T3_trans.csv

This statement tells the software the default location to look for that data file to be imported. If the path is there then the import goes thru the path and finds the data file without any further input. If it is missing then the system will prompt the user for the location of the data file. While the location of the file does not have to be referenced the file statement MUST be included in the DEF file. This is also where you would include the UPDATEITEM command (see help for details). This statement will usually have additional information below it.
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REM, -
FILE,SESSTON, C:\MIP SHARE\IMPOrT\CSV Samples\T3_trans.csv

CONTEXTIDPOSITION,1
FILETYPE,CSV
SEGMENTNOTSTRING

REM, -
REM, session Information Import
REM, - -

REW, The only Transactions that you can import into NPS are Cash Dishursements (cD)

REW, Cash Receipts (CR), Journal vouchers (1V), Budget Entries (8D), A/ Invoices CAPT)
REW, A/P Credit Memos CAPM), A/P Manual Checks’ (APC), A/R 8115 CARD)

REW, A/R Credit Memos CaRM), A/R Receipts CARC), Enclmbrances (ENC), and Encumbrance
REW, Liguidations (ENL)

REM,
REW, Session Header Information
REM, -

REW, 1 - (NPS)Reads Session line, Header boc 1ine and petail boc from a line
REW, 2 - (DOSIReads Session from one 1ine, then Header and Doc from next 1ine:
REW, 3 - (Flat)Reads session , Header, Detail fram single Flat line

REM, -

TRANSACTION_READ, 3

CONTEXT, SESSION, HEADER, HSESSN
SESSION, SESSIONNUMID, 1
SESSION_STATUS, 2

SESSION DESCRIPTION, 3, Imparted session
SESSTON_SESSTONDATE, 4. , M/OD /Y
SESSION_BUDGET_VERSION, 17
SESSION_TRANSSOURCEID, 5

ENDCONTEXT
REM, -
REM, Document Header Information
REM, -

CONTEXT, TRANSENTRY, HEADER,, HDOC
TEDOC_SESSION,1
TEDOC_TRANSOURCE, §
TEDOC_DOCNLM, &

1





CONTEXTIDPOSITION,#,#

NOTE:  The Context ID position statement is always required in the definition file. If you are only importing header records or using the T3 import, you are not required to include the position or length. But the statement "CONTEXTIDPOSITION" must be included. The function of the context ID position is to give specific information about properties of the file to be imported. The actual statement CONTEXTIDPOSITION,1,6 where 1 defines the starting position and 6 defines the length of the ID. Note: The field length is not required when importing comma separated variable data files. There are a number of possible statements underneath the CONTEXTIDPOSITION statement. Not all of them will be used in all imports.  A list of statements and their function can be found in help but the most common ones are as follows. 

SEGMENTNOTSTRING – Used when your data is a CSV type and each and every piece of data occupies a unique column.

DISCARDFIRSTNRECORDS – Used in cases where the top rows of your data file contain header information like column name so you tell the system how many rows to ignore.

APPLYOFFSETS – Used to tell the system to apply the offset account assignments to the data that is imported.

TRANSACTION_READ,# - This is a required block and tells the system what type of format the data in the file is in, a T1 or a T3.

The Session Header Block – (See SampleT3.Def below)
This block exists in all imports of accounting transactions. It doesn’t exist in importing of general information such as vendors or codes. This information corresponds with the information that would be entered in the session information screen if the transaction were being manually entered.

Common values in the session block are:

SESSION_SESSIONNUMID – Your session number.

SESSION_STATUS – The status of entry, batch to post (BP), online (OL) or batch to suspend (BS).

SESSION_DESCRIPTION – The session description.

SESSION_SESSIONDATE – The session date.

SESSION_BUDGET_VERSION – Your budget version, only used in importing budgets.

SESSION_TRANSSOURCEID – The type of transaction being imported. Examples would be JV (Journal Voucher), CR (cash receipt), API (accounts payable invoice) etc.

The Document Header Information Block-

This contains information that is usually entered in the upper part of the data entry screens when keying in information manually. It is document level information. Common values are:

TEDOC_SESSION – The session ID the document number goes into, usually the same as SESSION_SESSIONNUMID.

TEDOC_TRANSOURCE – The type transaction the document is. Usually the same as SESSION_TRANSSOURCEID.

TEDOC_DOCNUM – The document number.

TEDOC_DESCRIPTION – The document description.

TEDOC_PLAYER_ID – The vendor or customer ID if applicable.

TEDOC_DOCDATE – The document date.

TEDOC_DUEDATE – Used only in AP/AR.

TEDOC_MISCINFO – Anything not covered above, such as deposit number.

The Document Transaction Line Information Block-

This covers information that goes into the debit/credit detail of the transaction. The items you would code into the transaction entry grid. Common values are:

TETRANS_SESSIONNUMID- The session ID the transaction goes into, usually the same as SESSION_SESSIONNUMID.

TETRANS_DOCNUM – The document number the transaction goes into. Usually the same as TEDOC_DOCNUM.

TETRANS_DESCRIPTION – The Transaction description.

TETRANS_ENTRY_TYPE – This is the accounting entry type. N (normal),A, AO or UO.

TETRANS_EFFECTIVEDATE – The effective date of the entry.

TETRANS_SEGMENT_GL – This is an example of an account code entry line. In this case it is for the GL. The value “GL” after the TETRANS_SEGMENT_.. depends on the segment you are importing to. You need to look at your chart of accounts and find the EXACT names of your segments and put them in. The values in the sample DEF files are for the sample database and other databases will likely have different segment names and numbers of segments.

TETRANS_DEBIT – The column for your debit.

TETRANS_CREDIT – The column for your credit.

TETRANS_MATCH_DOCNUM – Used only with AP/AR payments.

TETRANS_MATCH_TRANSSOURCE – Used only with AP/AR payments.

ENDCONTEXT – This is common after each section of the DEF file. It tells the system that that is all the information for that section of the DEF file and the next thing it reads will be for another section of the DEF file.
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REM, -
REM, session Information Import
REM, - -

REW, The only Transactions that you can import into NPS are Cash Dishursements (cD)

REW, Cash Receipts (CR), Journal vouchers (1V), Budget Entries (8D), A/ Invoices CAPT)
REW, A/P Credit Memos CAPM), A/P Manual Checks’ (APC), A/R 8115 CARD)

REW, A/R Credit Memos CaRM), A/R Receipts CARC), Erfclmbrances (ENC), and Encumbrance
REW, Liguidations (ENL)

REM,
REW, Session Header Information
REM, -

REW, 1 - (NPS)Reads Session line, Header boc 1ine and petail boc from a line
REW, 2 - (DOSIReads Session from one 1ine, then Header and Doc from next 1ine:
REW, 3 - (Flat)Reads session , Header, Detail fram single Flat line

REM, -

»

TRANSACTION_READ, 3

CONTEXT, SESSION, HEADER, HSESSN
SESSION, SESSIONNUMID, 1
SESSION_STATUS, 2

SESSION DESCRIPTION, 3, Imparted session
SESSTON_SESSTONDATE, 4. , M/OD /Y
SESSION_BUDGET_VERSION, 17
SESSION_TRANSSOURCEID, 5

ENDCONTEXT
REM, -
REM, Document Header Information

REM, —
CONTEXT, TRANSENTRY, HEADER,, HDOC
TEDOC_SESSION,1
TEDOC_TRANSOURCE, §
TEDOC_DOCNLM, &
TEDOC_DESCRIPTION, 3
TEDOC_PLAYER_ID, 7.
TEDOC_DOCDATE, 4, , MH/DD/YYYY.
TEDOC_DUEDATE, 4 , M /DD, Y YY

ENDCONTEXT
REM, -
REM, Document Transaction Lines Information
REM, -

CONTEXT, TRANSENTRY, DETAIL, DDOC
TETRANSSESSIONNUMID, 1
TETRANS_DOCNUM, &
TETRANS_DESCRIPTION, 3
TETRANS_ENTRY_TYPE, 8, N
TETRANS_EFFECTIVEDATE, 4, , MM/DD/YYYY
TETRANS_SEGMENT_GL, 9
TETRANS_SEGMENT_Fund, 10
TETRANS_SEGMENT_Grant, 11
TETRANS_SEGMENT_Progr, 12
TETRANS_SEGMENT_Dept, 13
TETRANS_SEGMENT 117,14

TETRANS DEBIT, 15,12 a
TETRANS_CREDTY, 16,2
ENBCONTEXT





Sample T3 DEF FILE

Line Positions Explained-

After determining the required lines in the DEF file the next task is to put the values in to match the positions and information up in the data file. This is done by putting information in on each of the lines. The information and where it is put is very critical. One wrong or misplaced value and the entire import will fail.

From the previous example we saw

TETRANS_SEGMENT_GL,9

Means look in column 9 for the General ledger code. That is a very simple example. In use things are more complicated.

T1 vs T3

Each line in the DEF file can have many values after it. The location and significance of those values depends on if you are doing a T1 or a T3. The difference between a T1 and a T3 is that a T3 has all the information for the import (session, document and detail) on one line of the data file. A T1 may use multiple lines to convey the same information (session, document or detail) on separate lines.

A T3 CSV is the simplest to understand so that will be the first example.

In a CSV import there are seven field positions for each line of the DEF file. Not all are used or required for all lines. The positions are:

	Position
	Value

	1
	Context Type and Field Name – The field being Imported

	2
	Field Position in CSV – The column the data is in on the data file

	3
	Default Value – The value to use if no data is there (optional)

	4
	Date Mask – The format of the date. This is only required for date type info, otherwise it is left blank.

	5
	Position within String – If you have multiple pieces of information within a column this gives the starting position for the piece of information. If each column contains only one piece of information this is left blank.

	6
	Field Length – If you have multiple pieces of information within a column this gives the length of the piece of information. Used only in conjunction with position 5. If each column contains only one piece of information this is left blank.

	7
	Assumed Decimal Places – This is the assumed decimal places for debit/credit information. If decimal places are already included in the data this should be 0.


Example 1

TETRANS_SEGMENT_GL,9,1011,,,,,

This would tell the system we are importing to the GL segment (position 1).

Use the value in column 9 (position 2).

If no value is found in column 9 use the code 1011 (position 3).

Date Mask, Positions within String, Field Length and Assumed Decimal Places (Positions 4-7) do not apply to this type of info, so they are left blank. Technically, you could remove the commas after position 3 as they are not needed if there is no additional information.

Example 2

TEDOC_DOCDATE,4,05/15/2006,MM/DD/YYYY,,,

This would tell the system we are importing a document date (position 1).

Use the value in column 4 (position 2)

If no value is found in column 4 use the value 05/15/2006 (position 3).

The date format to use is the MM/DD/YYYY format (position 4)

Positions within String, Field Length and Assumed Decimal Places (Postions5-7) do not apply to this type of info, so they are left blank. Technically, you could remove the commas after position 4 as they are not needed if there is no additional information.

Example 3

TETRANS_CREDIT,14,,,,,2

This would tell the system we are importing credit information (position 1)

Use the value in column 14 (position 2)

There is no Default Value, Date Mask, Positions within String, Field Length for this entry but positions 3-6 must be defined as blank in order for the system to recognize position 7.

In position 7 we have the last 2 digits are cents. So if the value imported was 10305 it would come in as $103.05

Importing Non-Financial Information

While importing financial transactions is the most common use of the import module it is also possible to import non-financial transactions. Things like (but not limited to)

Vendor Information




Chart of Accounts

Timesheets





Employee Information

1099 Adjustments




Fixed Assets

Closing Accounts




Offset Accounts

Charge Codes





Customer Information

Bank Rec. Clearing items



Depreciation Codes

Distribution Codes




Spoiled Checks

Purchase Order Codes




Payroll Codes

State and Local Taxes




Employee Adjustments

Like importing financial information these imports employ the concept of the DEF and Data files. But the formatting is a bit different.

The fundamental difference of non-financial imports is the inclusion of the Context statement within the data itself. The context statement tells the program what type of information is being imported for each line. Different types of information will have different context lines. In most cases they will be laid out in a simple fashion.

Field to be Imported, Position in Data, Default Value.

Example: VENDOR_MISC1099BOXNUM,14,7

This means import a vendors 1099 box number, look at column 14 for it and if you find nothing use the number 7.

Example of Non-Financial Import

Using an AP vendor as a simple example, the line in the DEF file might look something like this:

CONTEXTIDPOSITION,1

FILETYPE,CSV

REM,--------------------------------------------------------

REM,                      Vendor Information Import

REM

CONTEXT,VENDOR,HEADER,HVEND

VENDOR_ID,2

VENDOR_STATUS,3,A

VENDOR_NAME,4

VENDOR_ADDRESS,5

ENDCONTEXT

The data might look like this:

HVEND,ABC Pest,A,ABC Pest Services,123 Elm Street

HVEND – The data context for what is being imported. It is specified that column 1 is the context position in the context ID statement. This is different behavior from the financial type imports.

VENDOR_ID,2 – The ID the vendor will be assigned in the system, in this example “ABC Pest”

VENDOR_STATUS,3,A – The status of the vendor. In this example it is “A” for Active. If the information was missing it would have automatically used “A” anyway (default value in the Def file).

VENDOR_NAME,4 – The name of the vendor. In this case “ABC Pest Services”.

VENDOR_ADDRESS,5 – The address of the vendor. In this case “123 Elm Street”

Note: the HVEND on the front of the data line. This tells the system that this line is general vendor information. There are many designators in the system for what type of information is being imported. Since most other software doesn’t include this information on export it is often necessary to manually add this information to the data before import. To do this you would open the data in a spreadsheet and add the column with the information. 

Importing more than one piece of information in the same file-

It is possible to import multiple pieces of information to the same record at the same time. For example you wanted to import your vendors and at the same time make their 1099 adjustments.

The DEF file might look like this:

CONTEXTIDPOSITION,1

FILETYPE,CSV

REM,--------------------------------------------------------

REM,                      Vendor Information Import

REM

CONTEXT,VENDOR,HEADER,HVEND

VENDOR_ID,2

VENDOR_STATUS,3,A

VENDOR_NAME,4

VENDOR_ADDRESS,5

ENDCONTEXT

REM,--------------------------------------------------------

REM, Detail lines or 1099 Adjustments, if applicable

REM,--------------------------------------------------------

CONTEXT,VENDOR,DETAIL,DVEND

VENDOR_PHYID,2

VENDOR_YEAR,3

VENDOR_BOXNUMID,4

VENDOR_AMOUNT,5,,,,,2

ENDCONTEXT

And the Data like this:

HVEND,ABC Pest,A,ABC Pest Services,123 Elm Street

DVEND,ABC PEST,2006,7,152500

Note the two different lines, one is for general vendor information (HVEND) and another is for 1099 adjustments (DVEND).

The DVEND line would read

DVEND- Indicates it is a 1099 adjustment.

VENDOR_PHYID,2 – The vendor ID (ABC Pest).

VENDOR_YEAR,3 – The year of the 1099 adjustment (2006)

VENDOR_BOXNUMID,4 – The 1099 box number to be adjusted (7)

VENDOR_AMOUNT,5,,,,,2 – The amount to adjust ($1525.00). Note the extra commas and the 2 at the end. The commas exist to provide the proper placement of the assumed number of decimal places. Just like in a financial import.

How to find the codes you need?

Import is quite powerful but it requires you to know a lot of very specific, somewhat cryptic information. What is the best way to find out the code words required to import a specific type of information and how do you know what kind of context block is required?

The best way to find this information is to look at the master definition files. By default they are located in C:\MIP SHARE\IMPORT\MASTER DEF FILES 

Below is a list of the Master Def files with a brief description of each. 

MasterAB.def – Used for all things associated with the SETUP of Accounts Receivable Billing Module. Not the actual financial transactions bills or receipts themselves (use T1/T3).

MasterAP.def - Used for all things associated with the SETUP of Accounts Payable. Not the actual financial transactions invoices or checks themselves (use T1/T3).

MasterAR.def – Used for importing customer information.

MasterBK.def – Used for clearing/un-clearing items in bank reconciliation via import.

MasterFA.def – Used for importing information related to fixed assets. Not the actual depreciation itself.

MasterGL.def – Used for importing your various chart of account codes and related items.

MasterPO.def – Used for PO items codes, not the PO transactions themselves (use T1/T3).

MasterPR.def – Used for importing anything in payroll. Setup codes, pay amounts, employee information and more. Not used for checks on the accounting side (use T1/T3).

MasterT1.def – Used for importing financial information in the T1 format. Includes budget items.

MasterT3.def – Used for importing financial information in the T3 format. Includes budget items.

After you have selected the appropriate master DEF file open it up and pull the information or customize it to your needs. If there is information you do not need in the DEF file you can simply delete it or put an REM, in front of it to remark it out (it will be ignored).

The T1 import

The T3 import is the easiest to use, but sometimes you don’t have all the information required on each and every line. That is when you would want to use the T1.

The DEF file for a T1 looks almost identical to that of a T3. One exception is up in the first context block it says:  TRANSACTION_READ,1

The main difference between a T1 and a T3 import is on the data itself. A T1 import requires a context statement at the beginning of each row, similar to a non-financial information import. 

Example

HSESSN,JV002,JV,112506,Imported Session,BP

HDOC,JV002,JV,111506,Journal Voucher 1,JV001

DDOC,JV002,JV,112006,Cat Food,JV001,5200,0,50.00

DDOC,JV002,JV,112006,Cat Food,JV001,1100,50.00,0

The first line is your session information (determined by your HSESSN block). In this case it is “JV002”. The next values in the line are the transaction source, Session Date, Session description and session Status.

The second line is your document information (determined by the HDOC block). It contains the Session ID, transaction source, document date, document description and Document number.

The third line is the first line of your transaction entry lines. You will usually have two or more of these for each document. They are preceded by the DDOC context block. After that is Session ID, transaction source, effective date, Transaction description, GL code and debt, credit. The DEF file to import this information would look like this:

TRANSACTION_READ,1

REM,--------------------------------------------------------

REM, Session Header Information

REM,--------------------------------------------------------

CONTEXT,SESSION,HEADER,HSESSN

SESSION_SESSIONNUMID,2

SESSION_STATUS,6

SESSION_DESCRIPTION,5

SESSION_SESSIONDATE,4

SESSION_TRANSSOURCEID,3

ENDCONTEXT

REM,--------------------------------------------------------

REM, Document Header Information

REM,--------------------------------------------------------

CONTEXT,TRANSENTRY,HEADER,HDOC

TEDOC_SESSION,2

TEDOC_TRANSOURCE,3

TEDOC_DOCNUM,6

TEDOC_DESCRIPTION,5

TEDOC_DOCDATE,4

ENDCONTEXT

REM,--------------------------------------------------------

REM, Document Transaction Lines Information

REM,--------------------------------------------------------

CONTEXT,TRANSENTRY,DETAIL,DDOC

TETRANS_SESSIONNUMID,2

TETRANS_DOCNUM,6

TETRANS_DESCRIPTION,5

TETRANS_ENTRY_TYPE,,N

TETRANS_EFFECTIVEDATE,4

TETRANS_SEGMENT_GL,7

TETRANS_DEBIT,8

TETRANS_CREDIT,9

ENDCONTEXT

NOTE: The transaction entry type information was NOT included in the data file. Instead we left position in the TETRANS_ENTRY_TYPE,,N blank and set the default to N (normal). All transactions will import with an entry type of N.

Fixed Width type Information
While the CSV file is the easiest type of data to import not all data from all sources may be in that format. Therefore it is possible to import space delimited files, usually in the text format. This requires some modification to the lines in the DEF file. For example let’s say we have a txt file we are trying to import. The start of the DEF file (session information) might look like this:

FILE,SESSION, C:\MIP Share\Import\Fixed Width Samples\T3_CDCR.txt

CONTEXTIDPOSITION,1,6

REM, Session Header Information

REM,--------------------------------------------------------

TRANSACTION_READ,3

CONTEXT,SESSION,HEADER,HSESSN

SESSION_SESSIONNUMID,1,6

SESSION_STATUS,9,2

SESSION_DESCRIPTION,132,30,Imported Session

It looks a lot like the any other import file. One significant difference is in the Context block (between the FILE and TRANSACTION_READ statements). Not so much for what is there but what ISN’T there. It is missing the SEGMENTNOTSTRING statement. This means the ENTIRE file is going to read as a text string and not discreet segments.

Here is a list of the different positions in the Fixed Width type import.

	Field Position
	Fixed Width

	1
	Context Type_Field Name – Type of data imported

	2
	Position of data begins – Starting position of the data

	3
	Field Length – Length of the data

	4
	Default values – What to use if nothing is specified

	5
	Assumed decimal places

	6
	Date Mask - Format of the date field.


This changes the meaning of the positions in each statement. In this case SESSION_SESSIONNUMID,1,6 doesn’t mean look in column 1 for the session number and use the value of 6 if you can’t find it. It means start at position 1 in the line and read for 6 spaces for the Session ID.

The next line SESSION_STATUS,9,2 would mean to look at position 9 in the data and read for two spaces.

The next line SESSION_DESCRIPTION,132,30,Imported Session Will look at position 132 for the description, read for 30 spaces and if it doesn’t find anything use “Import Session”.

Hybrid type Data Files-

Another possibility in import is to have a CSV file with some fixed width properties. That is most data is contained in separate columns but some columns contain more than one piece of information. 

This is most common when exporting from software that has a linear chart of accounts where all of the account coding is in one string.

To handle this type of import you would do a normal CSV import (using the SEGMENTNOTSTRING command) but add some extra information to certain fields in your DEF file.

If you recall the position values from the T3 file are:

Position

Value

	1
	Context Type and Field Name – The field being Imported

	2
	Field Position in CSV – The column the data is in on the data file

	3
	Default Value – The value to use if no data is there (optional)

	4
	Date Mask – The format of the date. This is only required for date type info, otherwise it is left blank.

	5
	Position within string – If you have multiple pieces of information within a column this gives the starting position for the piece of information. If each column contains only one piece of information this is left blank.

	6
	Field Length – If you have multiple pieces of information within a column this gives the length of the piece of information. Used only in conjunction with position 5. If each column contains only one piece of information this is left blank.

	7
	Assumed Decimal Places – This is the assumed decimal places for debit/credit information. If decimal places are already included in the data this should be 0.


Previously we had ignored position 5 and 6 because each piece of information was contained in a separate column. If that is not always the case we would use position 5 and 6.

Example

Let’s say we have the following data:

CD-1,BP,Jan Sup,01/01/2006,CD,ABC,N,1,12041131,201,,,0,10100

Previously column 9 was just the GL code. But now we have added FUND (120), GL (4113) and DEPT (1) information.

The DEF file to read this would look the same for most of the information (Session and document info) but for the lines that are looking for the account coding they would look like this:

TETRANS_GL,9,,4,4,

TETRANS_FUND,9,,1,3,

TETRANS_DEPT,9,,8,1,

For the GL account, it is looking in column 9 (indicated position 2 on the line in the def file). Within column 9 it is starting on the 4thspace (indicated by position 5) and looking for 4 spaces (indicated by position 6). It is reading the value 4113.

For the FUND account it is looking in column 9 (indicated by position 2 in the DEF file). Within column 9 it is starting on the 1st space (indicated by position 5) and looking for 3 spaces (indicated by position 6). It is reading the value 120.

For the FUND account it is looking in column 9 (indicated by position 2 in the DEF file). Within column 9 it is starting on the 8th space (indicated by position 5) and looking for 1 space (indicated by position 6). It is reading the value 1.

Notice the order of the information in the data file does not matter. It does not have to be sequential with the order in which it is read in the DEF file.

